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From humble beginnings

Charlene Vella reviews a recent exhibition that brought together two up-and-coming artists.
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But, directing our attention to the local art scene, although there is a lot of the

traditional still available to keep the traditionalists content, the tide is changing,

and the art world tilting.

If traditional is what you are, some things that are ‘new’ might not be your cup of
tea. For the exhibition-goers, diversity keeps things interesting, but not a variety

that is inserted purely to shock or simply to be conflicting.

This is what distinguishes thought-provoking art works from those that are

HA

concerned purely with consumerism. Aaron Bezzina and Matyou Galea are very

much on the same wavelength, and it was a good reason for their coming together

for X1V, an exhibition that was recently held at Gallery Last Touch, Mosta.

The message is clear: they are not here to
please the many

Both Bezzina and Galea do not limit themselves to one medium, but sculpture was

their chosen form of art for this most recent exhibition.

Their easy-to-handle, tongue-in-cheek exhibition catalogue was again a tribute to
their nonconformist attitude. The message is clear: they are not here to please the

many.

Gong, by Matyou Galea.

Bezzina’s clay, wood and painted sculptures of heads is an extension of his The
Homage Series — a series of heads on stands that revisits the representation of the

human head.

This is a series that allowed Bezzina to depart from an exact representation of
facial types, moving away from the traditional. These head sculptures all have a
title, sometimes a person’s name, but it is evident that the sculptures are not meant

to represent anyone in particular.

There are features that are reminiscent of one another, or of an actual person, but
they are all distinctly and roughly molded with the human head formed of

abstracted physiognomies.

This is contrasted by two highly-finished sculptures. This different execution is
used in The sleep of reason does produce monsters and an Untitled sculpture,

which diversify the display and amply show off Bezzina’s skills.

The sleep of reason does produce
monsters, by Aaron Bezzina.

Texture is equally important to both typologies of his sculptures.

These heads were displayed either on white plinths or three-legged stools that
perched them at different heights and facing different directions, and were

exhibited in their own space or in clusters of two or more.

Bezzina is an emerging young talent. He is reading for a Fine Art degree at the
Malta College for Arts, Science and Technolgy (Mcast), and has amply showcased

himself and his work in these last few years.

Galea is currently reading for a Master’s in Fine Arts in Digital Art at the University
of Malta, and in XIV was presenting some of the works he developed as part of his

dissertation for his BA(Hons) in Fine Art.

The artists do not limit themselves to one
medium, but sculpture was their chosen
formof art for this mostrecent exhibition

Galea exhibited seven metal and mixed media sculptures that double up as
instruments that are more abstract than Bezzina’s work. They aim to engage with

the viewer on more than one level, and the public was invited to participate and

interact with the sculptures.

Amplified Sculpture Xll, by Matyou
Galea.

Ruby (Harp II) was one of the sound sculptures that attracted most attention; it
was most visibly there to be played. The six-string sculpture is more complex than
it may seem, with Galea creating the structure by building elements from chemical

formulae of specific minerals to create a sound relative to that formula.

Some information on how these sculptures were created and work would have

increased people’s interest in them.

Although aesthetics may not be Galea’s first concern when creating these
sculptures, works like Amplified Sculpture XII, made from amalgamated mild steel
with fused glass that together form an elegant tapering sculpture, is indeed

beautiful to look at.

Monument to the Sun is a sculpture that was scaled up into a 3.5m, mild steel
monument in Floriana. Its abstract forms and hollowed-out sections allow for an

interesting play of light and shade.

Despite a few hiccoughs with the exhibition
venue that had to change in the last few
days before opening, this was a highly

successful exhibition.

Getting to know more of the work of these
young and talented artists (if I may call
them that), will help you appreciate their
talent, and especially their humility even

more.

Untitled, by Aaron Bezzina.
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